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i and some West Indian New Yorkers returned to their home
Wlannils
Arnong the Jews and other victims of Nazi persecution who suc-
~wded in gaining entry visas to the United States were distinguished
L (i1t+. musicians, scholars, and intellectuals. The New School for Social
it cocarch, originally founded as a university for adult education,
\iponded by creating “a university for exiles.” Under the leadership of
Alvin Johnson, the New School hired dozens of refugee scholars,
uefly Germans, and helped find places for others.! Most of these
iingrant intellectuals did not associate with New York’s ethnic com-
unities, but some Jews among them did. Of the German-Jewish
retugees who did escape to America from 1938 to 1940, several thou-
nd settled in the Washington Heights area of upper Manhattan where
(liey maintained a distinct community of exiles into the 1960s. Mostly
imiddle or upper class, in the professional, business, or white collar occu-
pations, their adjustment to New York was not easy, and some profes-
. 1onals had to change careers to survive. They published their own
newspaper, Aufbau, and organized several German-Jewish social and
cultural groups. In contrast to the nineteenth century German-Jewish
immigrants, many of these newcomers were Orthodox.?
Henry Kissinger, future secretary of state, was one of those German-

Jewish refugees. His father found little demand in depression New York

for his occupation as a teacher. After sporadic work for two years, he got
“a low-paying job as a bookkeeper at a factory owned by friends from
Germany.” Fortunately, Kissinger’s mother was able to gain employ-
ment and help support the family.? Like other Orthodox German fam-
ilies, the Kissingers belonged to Congregation K’hal Adath Jeshurun,
whose rabbi had headed the yeshiva in Frankfurt.®

The Great Depression battered nearly all New Yorkers, especially in
the early years. Lines of unemployed men and women patiently waited
for handouts at soup kitchens, while nearby stood apple sellers. In Cen-
tral and Riverside parks and vacant city lots the unemployed and
homeless lived in pockets of shacks called “Hoovervilles.” One histori-
an reported that on a single day in January 1931, 85,000 people “wait-
ed for free meals at eighty-one locations in front of churches, the Sal-
vation Army, and other charitable institutions.”® In 1930 the Municipal
Lodging House in the city provided more than 400,000 lodgings and
one million meals for homeless men and women, and the next year
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both figures doubled.® About one fourth of New York’s workers wi
unemployed by 1933,

The economic collapse affected some workers more than otheis
Manufacturing and mechanical industries were especially de
By 1934 more than one third of workers in those occupations were i
relief. The building industry was also hard hit. The construction
offices, homes, and apartments was curtailed, and the middle ¢y
dreams of many New Yorkers were put on hold. Despite depression- 14
projects connecting the city and the suburbs (the George Washington
Bridge in 1931, the Lincoln Tunnel in 1937), the rate of suburbuy
growth declined from the pace of the 1920s.The completion of the Tr|
borough Bridge in 1936 and the Queens-Midtown Tunnel in 1940
augured increased development of the outer boroughs, but many Man

hattan residents simply could not afford to move, and here too the rate
of growth declined.

vastated

Unskilled laborers in manufacturing and construction, mainly [tal
ians, Poles, and to a lesser extent Irish, Germans, and Jews, suffered more
than all but blacks. In lower Manhattan’s Little Italy, 16.5 percent of the
families had no adult wage earner in 1930. Two years later the figure
was 47.6 percent.’ Uptown, Robert Orsi noted, “The residents of Ital-
ian Harlem did not need outside researchers and statisticians to inform

them about the plight of their community. They could see Italian
Harlem crumbling around them; they

inhabited its primitive housing
and walked its dangerous streets.”

He quoted one social worker as say-
ing, “Evictions were going on right and left. Landlords not being able
to collect their rent were putting people on the streets.”
New York’s Jewish industrial workers experienced similar difficul-
ties. The Federation of Jewish Philanthropies concluded after a study
conducted in 1930 that “the normal absorption of Jews within the
American economic structure is now practically impossible.”” Alfred
Kazin, who grew up in Brownsville during the 1930s, recalled, “From
the early ‘thirties on, my father [a painter] could never be sure in
advance of a week’s work. .. . It puzzled me greatly when I came to read
in books that Jews are a shrewd people particularly given to commerce
and banking, for all the Jews I knew had managed to be an exception
to the rule.” He concluded, “I grew up with the belief that the natural
condition of a Jew was to be a propertyless worker like my painter
father and my dressmaker mother and my dressmaker uncles and
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the 1930s had minimal impact upon either Harlem or Bedfod
Stuyvesant.'?

Rising relief rolls were a sign of hard times, but they alone do u
tell the extent of suffering. New York Chinese experienced an estinul
ed unemployment rate of 30 percent in the early depression as dioys
ping incomes adversely affected their hand laundries and restauranis,
the mainstays of the city’s Chinese population. Scholar Peter Kwong
noted that the Federal Emergency R elief Administration reported only
1.2 percent of the Chinese population was on relief compared to 24 4
of blacks and 9.2 of whites.“Many Chinese held to traditional conceps
of pride and would not lose face by admitting they needed help,”
tells us. To make ends meet they turned to job sharing and aid from
their tongs and loan associations. 1°

Until World War 11 ended the depression, one’s status as a white col
lar worker or city employee did not render one exempt from econom
ic woes.!” One white collar worker reportedly told persons handing
out food in a soup kitchen,“I wouldn’t do this, but if I eat here it makes
what little there is at home last longer for my wife while I am walking
the streets.”'® Yet white collar workers on the whole did get by better
than blue collar ones, which meant that Jewish New Yorkers “because
of their overall while-collar occupational profiles . . . fared better dur-
ing the Depression than many other groups.”!? Among Italians who
were white collar workers conditions were also better than among the
less skilled; a depression era survey in Italian East Harlem revealed that
the overwhelming majority of parents thought that office work was the
most desirable employment for their children.2

Facing limited job prospects for their children and realizing that
white collar work offered a likely path to economic stability and mobil-
ity, many New Yorkers kept their children in school for more years. The
number of students attending high school increased 45 percent between
1930 and 1935.2! While Italians and others increasingly stayed in school
longer, Jews continued to lead in seeking educational opportunities.
High school enrollment became the norm for both Jewish men and
women. Although the Jewish men were more apt to attend college than
Jewish women, Jewish women were more likely to avail themselves of
higher education than females from other ethnic groups. In 1934 Jew-

ish women represented more than one half of female students attend-
ing New York’s public colleges.?2
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Lipe sums. When asked if he could remember who loaned him hun-
Areds of thousands of dollars, he replied, “Oh Judge, offhand 1 could
ot As the trail of corruption pointed to City Hall, Jimmy Walker
W faced with possible prosecution. His charm no longer adequate
s the task, Walker resigned in 1932 and sailed off to Europe with his
new wifc.‘“

I'he stage was set for Fiorello La Guardia, considered by many to have
heen New York’s most outstanding mayor. When Walker quit, Joseph V.
McKee, an Irish Tammany man and President of the Board of Alder-
i1en, became acting mayor until the election of 1933.1n that year’s cam-
paign, drawing upon discontented voters, La Guardia ran as a Republi-
- an_fusion candidate supported by good government clubs. The “Little
Flower.” as La Guardia was called, won by only a plurality of the votes.”®
| {owever, in winning reelection in 1937 and 1941,1a Guardia accom-
plished an extraordinary feat for a fusion reform candidate.

The feisty mayor was perfect for New York’s polyglot population.
His father was an Italian Protestant and his mother Jewish; he was Epis-
copalian. The mayor had learned about nation’s immigrant heritage
while working in Fiume with emigrants who wanted to come to
America, by serving as an interpreter at Ellis Island, and later by repre-
senting East Harlem in Congress. He spoke Yiddish, Italian, German,
Croatian and two other foreign languages that he used when cam-
paigning. Once, when charged with being anti-Semitic, he issued a
challenge to his accuser t0 debate the campaign’s issues; the debate was
to be “ENTIRELY IN THE YIDDISH LANGUAGE*® The new
mayor could not, and did not, appease all groups. In 1933 ltalians over-
whelming supported him. Jews also favored La Guardia, though not as
strongly as Italians. Jews became increasingly more supportive of the
mayor as he raised the number of city positions available through civil
service,appointed a number of Jews and Italians to high municipal jobs,
and when he chose as running mates for the president of the board of

alderman and comptroller a Jew and Irishman respectively.” Jewish
voters generally also approved of the social programs of the La Guardia
years and applauded his attacks upon Nazism (he was more cautious in
criticizing Mussolini). La Guardia also did well among New York’s
growing number of black voters. Aligned with Tammany, as many Irish
were, La Guardia’s standing among that ethnic group was rather low

during his twelve years in office. ™
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, park commissioner, quickly utilized Civil Works Administration
Ll 10 hire 68,000 men to refurbish city parks and beaches.*® Later,
i Works Project Administration (WPA) money, Moses also built
sl parkways, and other city projects, the largest of which was La
{ wurdia Airport. WPA-sponsored projects also supported a number of
I ew York City artists, musicians, teachers, and white collar workers.
Prior to 1935 the depression had curtailed construction, but with
“Jew Deal funds available, New York City had an opportunity to again
¢1ect public housing. The municipal government had already initiated
. modest housing project, when the possibility of federal aid loomed.
i lulizing federal funds, 17,000 family units were completed, a step for-
ward but hardly adequate to meet the city’s housing needs.*’ Also insuf-
(i 1ent were the few new public facilities—parks, swimming pools, and
|~I.|ygrnunds-—constructed in black neighborhoods under Robert
Moses’s leadership. As Robert Caro noted, “Robert Moses built 255

playgrounds in New York City during the 1930s. He built one play-

ground in Harlem.”*8

As exciting as La Guardia’s tenure was and as helpful as governmen-
tal programs were, for some New Yorkers more fundamental changes
were required. Labor organizers sought to revive the city’s unions from
their sluggishness of the 1920s. The Amalgamated Clothing Workers’
Union, centered in New York, had cxpericnced a drop in rolls from
177,000 in 1920 to only 7,000 dues payers in 1932.% On the eve of the
New Deal the ILGWU had lost 60 percent of its 100,000 members in
12 years and suspended publication of its paper. The elevator did not
“run at the union headquarters because there was no money to pay the
electric bill”59 With a climate of opinion supportive of organized labor
in both Albany and Washington, unions like the Amalgamated and the
JLGWU experienced a new militancy and made substantial gains dur-
ing the New Deal years. By 1934 the ILGWU claimed a membership
of more than 200,000, the largest in its history, and it looked to politi-
cal action to win further benefits.>’

Struggling municipal unions, like that of the badly divided teachers,
faced a city short of funds. In response to the depression the Board of
Education hired low paid substitutes and cut salaries and other services.
Federal funds eventually led to new classroom construction and an

rograms, but the teachers’ union would have

expansion of educational p
52

to wait until after World War 11 for official recognition.
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The experience of the predominantly Irish transit workers wae

somewhat different. Prior to the 1930s workers on the city’s subw
and busses were so poorly organized and paid that if alternaine
employment became available, transit men would leave the s s
With the coming of the depression, alternative employment dried
and wage cuts set the stage for considerable union sentiment. Speat
headed by Irish-born Mike Quill, a core of immigrants who had fougly
for the Irish Republican cause, and communist activists, the tran
employees established the Transport Workers Union (TWU) i the
early 1930s. The union’s first success was in organizing workers on the
Interboro Rapid Transit line (IRT). The strong Irish connection w
noted when the transit workers celebrated their victory in Madisan
Square Garden. TWU members marched into the Garden while the
band played “The Wearing of the Green”> The first TWU contracty
signed in 1937 brought important benefits to its members.5* After the
city consolidated the subway lines and assumed their direction, the
TWU generally maintained its bargaining position in spite of L4

Guardia’s opposition to the closed shop and to the right of municipal
workers to strike.

N

Even the city’s Chinese laundrymen felt compelled to organize dur

ing the depression. Conditions were bad enough when technological
changes in the laundry business threatened to further weaken the liveli

hood of these workers. Then the large scale laundries persuaded the
Board of Aldermen to pass a laundry ordinance establishing a $25
yearly registration fee and requiring laundries run by one person to
post a $1,000 bond upon applying for a license. Both of these measures
imposed hardships on Chinese laundrymen. Because Chinatown’s most
powerful organization, the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Associa-
tion, oftered virtually no assistance, the laundrymen organized the Chi-
nese Hand Laundrymen Alliance, hired a lawyer, and pressured the
Board of Aldermen to substantially reduce the registration fee and bond
price.?

The ferment of the Great Depression in New York City also gener-
ated a renewed radicalism. Although the Communist party (CP) never
claimed more than a few thousand members in the city, it had many
sympathizers and influenced both the trade unions and the newly
formed American Labor Party (ALP). Mike Quill, for example, was
closely associated with the CP for many years, as were some Jews, in

s
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1930s (some of which were produced in New York), and new Y iddih
dramatic troupes continued to appear, the appeal of these endeavors
English-speaking second and third generation Jews was limited at bt
One historian pointed out that most of these Yiddish cultural outlets
“had lost their audience by the advent of World War 118! The same wis
true for the Yiddish press, which had reached its peak about the time
World War I. Newspapers like the Forverts, the Tageblatt,and the Tag hul
many subscribers, but their numbers were declining as readers turnedl
increasingly to the English-language newspapers.®2
Yet ethnicity and ethnic identity did not by any means disappear I
must be remembered that unions and political parties made direct eth
nic appeals and built bases of support in ethnic neighborhoods. Also the
economic despair and keen competition for jobs after 1929 called
attention to racial and ethnic differences and fostered intergroup ten
sions. A study by the American Jewish Congress in 1938 claimed that
anti-Jewish specifications in help-wanted ads were at an all time high
Medical and law schools also tightened their restrictions further against
Jewish applicants.%* The percentage of Jews in Columbia University's
College of Physicians and Surgeons fell from 46.94 in 1920 to 6.45 in
1940.5% Yet some Catholics complained that anti-Catholicism and not
anti-Semitism was the greater problem in New York City. Ronald
Bayor reports that the often anti-Semitic Brooklyn Tablet, the official
paper of the diocese of Brooklyn, declared that Jews were overrepre-
sented in the professions and had nothing to complain about.5
Jewish women, in addition to anti-Semitism, encountered sexual
bias when they attempted to become doctors or lawyers. Quotas and
other restrictions were common against women in those years. More-
over, Jewish parents, like nearly all immigrant parents, were more apt to
support their sons’ career aspirations than their daughters’ Hence, many
Jewish women chose to become teachers, a profession that required
fewer years of formal education. As noted, Jewish women had begun to
enter the teaching ranks as early as World War 1. Those were mostly
German Jews, but in the 1920s and 1930s the daughters of eastern
European immigrants entered the profession in growing numbers. For
them and their parents teaching had a relatively high status compared
to other feminized professions like nursing, which was considered
menial and “the bastion of Irish-American women, who controlled
entrance into both nursing schools and hospitals.” Most young women
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ever you fellows may think of Mussol;
He has done more to get respect for
else. The Italians get a lot more respect now than when [ started
to school. And you can thank Mussolini for that.”73

Among Mussolini’s more prominent supporters was Generose Mo,
editor of the city’s major Italian-language newspaper, Il Progresso Mo
Was connected to Tammany and had contacts in Washington, D.C. Uyl
1940 his newspaper was friendly to the Italian leader as were

other Il
1an language newspapers and organizations like the Sons of Ttaly. How
ever, after America entered the war, th

eS¢ newspapers and organizatii
strongly supported the Allied cause.’*

The rise of anti-Semitism in Italy,
ties between that nation and Naz; G
on relations between the city’s Italian
ever, conflict did erupt between Italia
icans. Many Italian Americans d
Ethiopia, while black leaders suppo
of Nations for assistance and conde

Italy attacked Ethiopia, black religious leaders helped organize the
“Committee for Ethiopia,” which

was chaired by the Rev. Adam Clay-
ton Powell, Jr., of the Harlem’s Abyssinian Baptist Church.6
When African-American boxer Joe Louis, who was idolized n

Harlem, fought a heavyweight title bout against the Italian Primo
Carnera in July 1935, Mayor La Guardia posted 1,500 policemen, the
“largest detachment ever assigned to a prize fight,” to keep the peace,
While the crowd was not unruly that night, street fighting between
Italian and black New Yorkers occurred throughout the summer. In
Harlem, blacks on one occasion smashed the widows of Italian stores,
and the number of Italian owned bars in the area declined. A few black
nationalists urged that Italian-owned stores in Harlem be boycotted.””
Another contributor to the climate of racial and ethnic tension was
Father Charles E. Coughlin, the Detroit radio priest. Originally
Coughlin had been supportive of Roosevelt and the New Deal, but in
the mid-1930s he began to attack FDR and his policies, praise Nazism,

and characterize Jews as dangerous radicals or as plutocrats who had too

much power in the United States. His journal Social Justice and his

ni, you've got to admit o |

which accompanied the Browiiy
ermany, had no significant mpac
and Jewish communities.” How.
n New Yorkers and African Amer

efended Mussolini’s invasion ol
rted Ethiopia’s pleas to the League
mned Italy for its aggression. After
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and killed, and when the police attempted to break up a street protest
rally, crowds gathered and began smashing store windows and looting
shops.%* A commission established by Mayor La Guardia concluded,

The explosion on March 19 would never have been set off by the tri
fling incident described above had not existing economic and social
forces created a state of emotional tension which sought release upon
the slightest provocation. As long as the economic and social forces
which were responsible for that condition to operate [continue], a state
of tension will exist in Harlem and recurrent outbursts may occur.84

Some authorities blamed the communists, who were very active in
Harlem in the 1930s, for inflaming the crowd, but the mayor’s com

mission rejected this idea.®® Instead, after holding hearings and investi-
gating the riot and Harlem, the commissioners specifically cited poor
housing, health, and public facilities, as well as unemployment, inade-
quate relief, rundown schools, and Harlem’s antagonism toward the
police as the underlying causes of the riot.® So dismal was the picture
the commission painted that Mayor La Guardia did not release the final
report.

The commission made recommendations to improve social and eco-
nomic conditions in Harlem. The city instituted a few improvements,
and the mayor promised better social services for the community,
including more places in public housing. Increased numbers of black
nurses and doctors won positions at Harlem Hospital, and La Guardia
appointed a few blacks to municipal offices. But little actually changed
in the lives and status of the majority of black New Yorkers.%

The depression finally came to an end with the entrance of the
United States into World War II. The Federal Bureau of Investigation
rounded up and interned a few German and Italian aliens, but the city
did not experience persecution of an ethnic group such as occurred
with the West Coast Japanese Americans. Ethnic groups like the Poles
and Czechs also wanted their nations liberated from Nazism; hence,
they enthusiastically supported the war effort.®8 Jews, of course, had
special reason to support a war against Nazi Germany, and they too par-
ticipated in the various civilian war drives with enthusiasm. Jewish stu-
dents at the City College of New York complained that they were not
asked to do enough to support the war effort.® As the horrors of the
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| lolocaust became known, Jewish leaders called for efforts 1to :ﬁ.SlSt their
sl i death camps. Several rallies were
Coreligionists in escaping European 8. 5€ i
I Il llagt Madison Square Garden, but these had little impact upon fed
1L
. . 90
c1al government policies. . .
I Ilzi: German-American and Italian-American Nefv chrkcrs the
onflict appeared in a somewhat different light. The United ta?:; \‘:as_
|I|-L'r all. at war with their homelands.Yet both of these gro;;lps 1: ; ug_
musly, backed America’s war goals. Italian newspapt?rs tha.lt a ;rsgd
', ;rted Mussolini and Italian organizations that .had praised f1m rev >
llmlicy after Pearl Harbor, denounced the fig:tator and as;:/ljr%; es
E alled for all out support of the American rmlltary.'The Net; ;\; i
orted, “The American flag was hung up and pictures 0 ;1 slo !
':rgre tak,en from store windows or turned to the wall in thtlpti ﬁa 3{1 oi :
\l lower East Side and Harlem.”?! The first Columbus Day Rally : e
Ltl:‘ American entry into the war featured professions of ltal c11;m—
:\ererican loyalty to the United States and wild cfheets for lt’(r:esxl ent
F:;lnklin Roosevelt. That demonstration of patriotism, lll)eldeatpu ;i:;;
i i d by Generoso Pope,
Circle in Manhattan, was sponsore i
];?SH I;:;)gresso who only two years before had been an ardent support
s .92 |
- (’}fh?‘:;:;:“;;)st dedicated German Bundist friends of Hitler found
themselves being prosecuted for sedition by .the f.ederacll %)vetl'}nn;;r;t{
and several of the organization’s leaders were imprisoned. ;tG y n“
Bund followers were few even in Yorkville, the center 0 ﬁrmgi
Al:nerican New York. When New York Times reportershwi;te.d td aétta : ;-
i i ion of war against the Unite :
ict right after Germany’s declaration of war
?l-:c r;tngund that the great majority of its citizens appeared tol:)e loyn;
t::]1Y outspoken opponents of Hitler and Nazism. German / :;lguagd
. s were “taken down from some Yorkville theaters and beter e s,D an
S(.l';ger:man movies were discontinued,” noted tl}:e lfl\few Yoﬂ? T;:gi;s.ilo()du; p
i ive, Yorkville, a neig
ing the nation’s first scrap-metal drive, , ¢
ICr‘fech: and Hungarians as well as Germans, parncl;?ated eagﬁrly. :&::
collecting piles of metal, Yorkville youth hung effigies of Hitler abo
ir heaps of scrap.”* )
thegc\:r\l;)rk City benefitted economically from the war. Because near
lv 900,000 New Yorkers had entered the armed forces, 'gink?rs’ were
ecded jobs i _related businesses. The city's gar-
ded to fill jobs in a number of war-re : e
Ir11'{1:::nt factorie‘: produced clothing for the armed forces, and ship build
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ing and dock work boomed. The Brooklyn navy yard employed s Wl
time high of 75,000 persons during the war, and hundreds of thousmub
of soldiers and countless tons of military hardware sailed for the
pean theater of war from New York harbor.%3
All racial and ethnic groups benefitted from the expanding wartiing
economy. Even blacks, backed by a Presidential order bannming disc i
ination and similar New York State action, found new opportuitin
Black women won places as nurses at municipal hospitals, while bl b
workers were hired by the city’s bus and subway systems. Some unios
that had traditionally barred black members changed their policie
These gains did not come without a struggle. In 1941 black Lroupn
organized a boycott against two privately owned transit firms, The [ty
Avenue Bus Company and the New York Omnibus Company, in ordes
to protest their discriminatory hiring policies and their refusal
employ blacks as drivers. A hesitant TWU finally worked with black
organizations to effect changes.” Additional pressure applied by the
newly created Citywide Citizens’ Committee, an interracial group,
against the New York Telephone ultimately led to the hiring of six
African-American operators in 1944; two years later, some 200 were
employed by the phone company. Historian Cheryl Greenberg tells uy
that prior to this breakthrough there were only 230) black operators in
the entire nation. Other protests led to changes in city and private wel-
fare agencies’ discriminatory policies.?”

Gimbel’s Department Store “ ‘broke with tradition’ when it hired
750 Negroes during the war,

(T

" A few other retail stores, large and
small, began to employ blacks as stock and sales persons. But not all fol-

lowed suit. A study a year after the war revealed that only about one half
of these enterprises employed African Americans in sales,””

Blacks in New York City, as elsewhere, experienced the economic
recovery at a slower rate than did whites. The Fair Employment Prac-
tices Commiittee, established to fight job discrimination, lacked teeth;
and New York City’s black citizens continued to face widespread dis-
crimination and segregation. Indeed
ly black, because so man
other jobs,!™

Housing was in demand by
the imposition of rent
deprived. Poor housing,

» the WPA rolls became increasing-
y African Americans could still not obtain

all groups, and the shortage prompted
control. Yet here again blacks were the most
inflation, low incomes, and tensions between
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' .ce led to frustration that in 1943
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o bu;d be ::rvailable to whites only.'" Metros?‘ ; fused tc;
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the.c1ty’s prevailing racism, not only
of life as well.!% As ever black Ne
the city’s social and economic life.

Te
uponn;;:i;hou;and of: New Yorkers joyfully poured into the &
A celegb:a t_]ap]z:ns sm:rendcr on August 14, 1945, People mw::
= o e t’ e wars cqnclusion and anticipated the end ol
— them, o way’s dimmed lights, and the acute housing sho
i i c:ryl meant the speedy return of servicemen and wor:’.
what in ei i

tc;:l :l;; WDl‘lfd. Pessir.nists feared a postwar Zz::t::fi;nsl.:;?erath; ol

on of the racial and ethnic conflict that had markeg thr:: 1;;(‘):“-

in housing but in most other aew
w Yorkers remained at the botton
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Fears of a renewal of economic woes, expressed by some at the end
of World War 11, proved groundless.With the resumption of peace
there followed a quarter of a century of improved living for most
New Yorkers. A pent-up demand for housing kindled a boom in con-
struction. The Great Depression and especially the war had curtailed
new housing starts, and many potential home owners had accu-
mulated savings during the high employment war years. New York
City’s many other assets also contributed to prosperity. For almost
three decades after the beginning of World War II, its natural harbor
continued to be a boon. As before the war, the city remained Ameri-
ca’s leading financial and banking center, and it maintained a solid




