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The	
  Character	
  of	
  Third	
  Places	
  
 
Oldenburg argues that “third places” (a type of place that is neither home nor work) are vital to the 
happiness and stability of a community. The following is a collection of excerpts from his chapter that 
outline his argument. 
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Third	
  Places	
  are	
  “Levelers”	
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Third	
  Places	
  are	
  Conducive	
  to	
  Conversation	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  
Third	
  Places	
  are	
  Accessible	
  
	
  

	
  



Oldenburg, Ray. (1989). Excerpts from “The Character of Third Places”, Chapter 2 in The Great Good 
	
  

	
  
	
  
A	
  Third	
  Place	
  Has	
  Regulars:	
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Third	
  Places	
  Have	
  Low	
  Profiles	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  
Third	
  Places	
  Are	
  About	
  Play	
  

	
  
	
  
Third	
  Places	
  Are	
  “Homes	
  Away	
  From	
  Home”	
  

	
  


