
Introduction

Procedure

Data
The BioBlt iz data sh ows that lepidopte ra are predomin antly found in zone s 6 & 9, which a re the

Rock and Native Plant Gardens, Wetlands, and the Children’s & Azalea Gardens.

v In Rock Ga rdens: cardinal flowers (Lobelia cardinalis), Acer rubrum (red maple), Acer saccharum
(sugar maple), Prunus serotina (black cherry), all of which grow fruit.

v In Aza lea G arden s & W etland s: native oaks, tulip trees, and sweet gums, rhododendrons, daffodils
and crocus, vast sweeps of ferns and hostas, and grassy glades, which secrete sap.

Results/ Conclusion

References

v Compa red lepidopte ra and plant specie s
composit ion dat a collected from the 20 14
BioBlitz and NYBG’ s plant ident ification
data concern ing the types of plants in
different areas of the gardens.

The New Y ork Botan ical Garden c ontain s
millions of different specie s of organisms.
On September 6th and 7th 2014, the
Macaulay H onors College conducted a
BioBlitz, a 24-hour long catalogue of the
specie s pre sent in the New York Botan ical
Gardens. On e of the most a bundant specie s
encountered there are lep idoptera,
consist ing of moth s and butterf lie s.
Lepidoptera tend t o gra vitate t owa rds
plants that provide food, like necta r from
flowers and tree sap. They a lso look for
habit ats t o lay the ir e ggs, known a s host
plants. We propose that lepid optera w ill be
more like ly t o inha bit a z one in the NY BG
with a larger a bundance of feeding plant s
than host plants.
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v Cross-refe rencing are as where
lepidopte ra tend to be found, zones 2, 6
and 9, with the host and feeding plants
in those z ones demonst rate a sign ificant
posit ive correlation between feeding
plants and lepidoptera abundance

v Sou rces of e rror inc lude being una ble to
have an exact number of flora or
lepidopte ra in one area as well a s a
minimal number of data points.

v From this pre limina ry data , we can
conclude that both host plant s and
feeding plant s may be a good predict or
of lepidoptera distribution in the NYBG.

Objective

v Characte rize the flora found in locations
corre spond ing t o lep idopteran sightin gs

v Determine if feeding plant and h ost plant
specie s cou ld help predict lepid optera
abundance in a certain area

Types of flora in relation to lepidoptera abundance
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