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is is a gathering at the Conference (or Billopp) House at the foot of Hylan Boulevard in
ttenville. Built in 1699 as part of the Bentley Manor tract, the Conference House was the
> of a meeting during the Revolutionary War in order to reach a peaceful resolution of the
ferences between England and the colonies. The gentleman with the goatee 1s Cornelius G.
Iff, who was instrumental in efforts to have the Billopp House taken over by the city. Next tc
n is Staten Island historian and naturalist William T. Davis. Also pictured are Rev. Henry D.
ist, Chester Cole, Lynn McCraken, Charles W. Leng, and George J. Houtani.

Pictured here in the card that was sens
I}‘]L‘ occasion of his death in 1950 ;
Comelius G. Kolff was active in Q‘tat
Island civic affairs for more than 3: 1
years. He referred to himself as Staten
lIslund's most obedient servant. He vr.#
involved in real estate development
most notably Lighthouse Hill, and h.\c-.i
in the Meissner mansion. A ferry is
named in Kolffs honor. (C .

A. Richard Boera.)
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The Conference (or Billopp) House appears here in a ¢ r posical TR _of

\anor house was built in 1699 by Christopher Billopp arcet < :

im by the Crown. During the Revolution the house was ned by B s STCal-SIanas
Torv colonel also named Christopher Billopp. On September 2 1776, the Billopp House was
the meeting place for peace talks among Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Sdward Rutledee
.nd Lord Richard Howe. The porch seen in this postcard has bee ed. The house is
cated on a 226-acre park and is op the public es. (Collec f

Randall Gabrielan.)
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Demyan poses with the 1962 U.S. International Life Boat ( hampions in front of Demyan’s

srau in Stapleton. Demyan, who died in 1999, was known as a restaurateur, an artist whose
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of Staten Isl a premier Staten Island

{ sights, ar

ings captured the beauty and
\eter " His friend, artist J yhn Noble, affectionately ¢

d him “Grandpa M« ses” and said,

Demvan is a phenomenon of Staten Island. He is an artist in a mosr unusual and

HOus way ind makes New York a richer, more intriguing place » The authors visited Jack
dy ¢ :

P teeesr snoraerv. s resulr of diabetes. He's 1id he was looking fc rward to his
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WMain Street Tottenville, Staten Island, N. Y.
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The truck seen here is par
‘ ravis ©

Fourth of July Parade. b
located there. (Collection of Ar




sublic library in Tottenville was the first branch of the New York Public Library t
n Island. The Carnegie Foundation had made funds available to comr
ng libraries, and Tottenville residents successfully applied f
| Resource Manual reports that there had been a public libran ille previousl
hnson Avenue that was f¢ 'rm\ui by rl‘w T“l’(k‘ﬂ'- '-c Association T}‘.-: T ‘Yf;‘ﬁ\'l”x‘ R'U\’"‘
sllowed by Port Richmond Branch in 1905, and ) i

The buildings’ architectural designs were of the v \
1 also designed the main branch of the New York Public Librar
(Collection of the Bedell/Pizzo Funeral Home.)




e Siracusa twins,
»ra (left) and Denise
ht), appeared
he christening
1e of the movie
Godfather. Many
res were filmed on
en Island. The
stening was filmed
fount Loretto on
an Boulevard in
ice’s Bay. (Courtesy
1 Siracusa.)

Siracusa maintained his homegrown vegeta®
ziving some tomatoes to a neighbor, the 2
ses were great on their BLT sandwiches, &
as. “First,” he said, “they should be added
to, Genoa salami, and provolone, all = :
in Great Kills. While enjoying this
vou have a CD playing in the back
"and Jimmy Roselli doing his ren
i no better fate for a home grown Ita










